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of Government, we’ll help more Americans
realize their dreams. We'll spread ownership
and opportunity to every corner of this land.
We'll pass the enduring values of our country
on to a new generation. We'll continue to
lead the cause of freedom and peace.

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet
times in the life of a nation when little is
expected of its leaders. This isn’t one of those
times. This is a time when we need firm re-
solve, clear vision, and a deep faith in the
values that makes us a great nation.

None of us will ever forget that week when
one era ended and another began. On the
bus, we were talking to the troopers about
that day, September the 14th, 2001, when
we stood in the ruins of the Twin Towers.
It’s a day I know I'll never forget. There were
workers in hardhats there yelling at the top
of their lungs, “Whatever it takes.” I remem-
ber talking to a guy who came out of the
rubble, had bloodshot eyes, and he’s ex-
hausted for trying to find his buddies and
people that were hurt. And he looked me
right in the eye and said, “You don’t let me
down.” I wake up every morning since that
day trying to better figure out how to protect
our country. I will never relent in defending
the security of America, whatever it takes.

Four years ago, as I traveled your great
State and our country, I made a pledge that
if you gave me the chance to serve I would
uphold the honor and the dignity of the office
to which I have been elected. With your hard
help—with your hard work and your help,
I will continue to do so for 4 more years.

God bless. Thank you all for coming. On
to victory. Thank you all. Thanks for coming.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:20 p.m. at Gen-
eral John J. Pershing Park. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Senator Zell Miller of Georgia, who
made the keynote address at the Republican Na-
tional Convention; Wisconsin State Treasurer Jack
C. Voight; Richard W. Graber, State chairman,
and Mary F. Buestrin, national committeewoman,
Republican Party of Wisconsin; radio show host
Charlie Sykes; senior Al Qaida associate Abu
Musab Al Zarqawi; Prime Minister Ayad Allawi
of the Iraqi Interim Government; Prime Minister
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; and Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.
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Proclamation 7822—National
Hunting and Fishing Day, 2004

September 24, 2004

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

America is a land of majestic beauty, and
we take pride in our wildlife, forests, moun-
tains, lakes, rivers, and coastlines. Outdoor
recreation is an important part of our Na-
tion’s heritage. On National Hunting and
Fishing Day, we celebrate the remarkable
progress we have made in conserving our en-
vironment and recognize those who have
worked to conserve our natural resources.

America’s hunters and anglers represent
the great spirit of our country and are among
our Nation’s foremost conservationists.
These citizens have worked to protect habitat
and restore fish and wildlife populations.
They volunteer their time, talents, and en-
ergy to countless conservation projects, be-
cause they recognize the importance of main-
taining the natural abundance of our country
for future generations.

My Administration is committed to achiev-
ing a cleaner, safer, and healthier environ-
ment for all Americans, including our hunt-
ers and anglers. My Administration has ex-
panded opportunities to hunt and fish at na-
tional wildlife refuges and improved habitat
on public and private lands. We have cut
phosphorus releases into our rivers and
streams, and I signed the Healthy Forests
Restoration Act to help protect our forests
from the risk of wildfires.

Americans are blessed to live amid many
wonders of nature, and we have a responsi-
bility to be good stewards of the land. I com-
mend all who advance conservation and help
our citizens enjoy the benefits of our environ-
ment. These efforts ensure that our national
heritage remains a source of pride for our
citizens, our communities, and our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 25,
2004, as National Hunting and Fishing Day.
I call upon the people of the United States
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to join me in recognizing the contributions
of America’s hunters and anglers, and all
those who work to conserve our Nation’s fish
and wildlife resources.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of Sep-
tember, in the year of our Lord two thousand
four, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 1, 2004]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 4. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
September 25, 2004

Good morning. This week, I was honored
to welcome the Prime Minister of a free and
sovereign Iraq to the White House. In less
than 3 months, Prime Minister Allawi and
his Government have accomplished a great
deal, despite persistent violence in parts of
Iraq. The enemies of freedom are using sui-
cide bombings, beheadings, and other hor-
rific acts to try to block progress. We are
sickened by their atrocities, but we will never
be intimidated, and freedom is winning.

We're making steady progress in imple-
menting our five-step plan toward the goal
we all want, completing the mission so that
Iraq is stable and self-governing and Amer-
ican troops can come home with the honor
they have earned.

The first step was achieved on June 28th,
not only on time but ahead of schedule, when
the coalition transferred full sovereignty to
a government of Iraqi citizens.

The second step is to help Iraq’s new Gov-
ernment establish stability and security.
Nearly 100,000 fully trained and equipped
Iraqi soldiers, police officers, and other secu-
rity personnel are working today, and the
Iraqi Government is on track to build a force
of over 200,000 security personnel by the end
of 2005.
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In Najaf and other important areas, Iragi
military forces have performed with skill and
success. The Government’s strategy is to sur-
round and isolate enemy militias, reach out
to the local population, and negotiate from
a position of strength. Serious problems re-
main in several cities. Yet, Prime Minister
Allawi believes this combination of decisive
action and outreach to peaceful citizens is
the most effective way to defeat the killers
and secure the peace. And America stands
with him.

The third step in our plan is to continue
improving Iraq’s infrastructure. Today, in
most of Iraq, children are about to go back
to school, parents are going back to work,
and new businesses are being opened. Elec-
tricity has been restored above pre-war lev-
els. Telephone service has increased dramati-
cally. In the next several months, more than
$9 billion will be spent on contracts that will
help Iraqis rebuild schools, refurbish hos-
pitals and health clinics, repair bridges, up-
grade the electrical grid, and modernize the
communications system. Prime Minister
Allawi and I agree that the pace of recon-
struction can and should be accelerated, and
we’re working toward that goal.

The fourth step in our plan is to enlist ad-
ditional international support for Iraqg’s tran-
sition to democracy. The multinational force
of some 30 nations continues to help secure
a free Iraq, and we are grateful for the serv-
ice and sacrifice of all. Our coalition is also
grateful that the United Nations has reestab-
lished its mission in Baghdad. We are grate-
ful to the G-8 countries and the European
Union for pledging support to the new Iraqi
Government. We are grateful to the NATO
Alliance for help in training Iraqi forces. And
we are grateful to many of Iraq’s creditors,
which have agreed to a further reduction of
Iraq’s debt.

The fifth and most important step in our
plan is to help Iraq conduct free national
elections no later than January. An Iraqi elec-
toral commission has already hired personnel
and is making key decisions about election
procedures. Just this week, the commission
began a public education campaign to inform
Iraqis about the process and encourage them
to become voters. United Nations electoral
advisers are on the ground in Iraq, and Prime



